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Application/Control Number: 10/564,870 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3636 

Claims 13-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 13, line 5, "the seat lower component", lacks definite antecedent 

basis. 

In reciting the second axis, the claim should set forth its position relative to 
the first axis, for clarity and definiteness. 

The "upholstered component loading position" and the "backrest loading 
position" should be defined in structural terms, for example, setting forth the 
position and orientation of the component relative to the other elements, so as to 
clearly define the invention. The same applies to the "folded-over position", recited 
later in the claims. 

The "third axis" should be located and positioned relative to the other 
elements, in particular the other axes. 

Claim 18, in reciting a position being "passed through", is awkward and 
unclear. 

Claim 19 as a whole is confusing and unclear, and moreover, the reference to 
the components being "vertically adjustable", is not sufficiently defined and 
supported by the claim language, and it is unclear as to what provides such vertical 
adjustment. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (l) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 13-19, so far as definite, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by either Freijy et al or Sonnenberg et al. 

Both Freijy et al (figs. 1-5) and Sonnenberg et al (figs. 1-4) show structure as 
claimed, including seat and back components that may move to use, loading and 
folded-over positions. Note that in Freijy et al, the first and second lower 
components include 30 and 50, wherein the seat rotates by itself about axis A, while 
the seat and back together rotate about a parallel axis E. It is assumed that the 
backrest includes a conventional reclining mechanism common to most vehicle 
seats, which would allow forward tilting over the seat cushion to some extent. 

In Sonnenberg et al, the seat rotates about 92, while the seat and back 
together rotate about parallel axis 12. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kayumi, Downey, Salani et al, Mitschelen et al, Kojima et al, and Jach et al 
show various features of the invention. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Peter R. Brown whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6853. The fax phone number for the organization where this application or 
proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like 
assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571- 
272-1000. 

/Peter R. Brown/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 

3636 
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